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My Brethren of the CLxxOy, 

T joys me to ſee your Faces, 
and I heartily thank you for 
your loving and benevolent Af- 

fections: And I wiſh it lay in my 

Power to recompenſe your Love. 


* See the Account of this great and excellent PRE LAT R 
in the £hen. Oxon, p. 672. Vol. 2. Exit. 1691. 
And 


B 
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And at this Time, I am (in the 
Church's Name) more eſpecially to 
thank you for your Pains and Pa- 
tience in the Diſcharge of your Mi- 
niftry: An high Calling to be a 
Miniſter of Chriſt; and to have un- 
der Chriſt the Power of Abſolu- 
tion; — Whoſe Sins ye remit, they 
are remitted ; and whoſe Sins ye re- 
tain, they are retained. A Power 
to continue in the Church for ever; 
La, I am with you always, even 
unto the End of the World, Matt. 


But then as the Honour is great, 
ſo is the Barden: Honos & Onus, 
are eminent both in the Work of 
the Goſpel. Or if Point of Honour 

be 


34 
be obſerv'd for the preſent, yet ſhall 
it be conſpicuouſly apparent, when 
they that turn many unto Righteouſ- 
neſs, ſball ſhine as the Stars in the 


Firmament. 


In the interim you are to remem- 
ber, that Zelus animarum eft opi- 
mum & optimum Sacrificium, when 
ye can afhrm unfeignedly with St. 
Paul-— Brethren, my Heart's De- 
fire, and Prayer to God for Iſrael 
i, that they may be ſaved. When 
ye manifeſt this Defire by your Dili- 
/ gence and Preaching, and this De- 
votion by yqur daily Supplications 
for God's People, and chiefly for 
thoſe of your own Cure; ſuch Pains 
is thank-worthy. 


B 2 And 
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And let me thank you for your 
Patience, which gives Liſe and Per- 
ſeverance to your Pains. Indeed ye 
have Need of Patience in the midſt 
of a crooked and perverſe Genera- 
tion. Ye have Need of Patience 
(as St. Paul told the Hebrews) that 
after ye have done the Will of Gad, 
ye may receive the Promiſe ; there is 
no perſevering without it : Which 
made the Prophet 1/aiah to endure as 
he did. Patient fui ficut parturiens; 
which madeSt. Paul join Long-ſuffer- 
ing and Doctrine together,---Preach 
the Word, be inſtant in Seaſon, out 
of Seaſon, reprove, rebuke, exbort --- 
zu wd paxpobupic xa; ddaj. 2 Tim. iv. 
2. for by theſe two we ſhall conquer 
two of our grand Enemies, the 
World 


[5] 
World and the Devil; the World 


by our Patience, and by our Doc- . 
trine the Devil. I commend there- 
fore your Patience as well as your 
Pains; I commend it in you, and 
to you ;—- Be patient always, Bre- 
thren, until the coming of our Lords 
—-for the coming of the Lord draw- 
eth nigh. James v. 


Nor need any to fear, left my 
preſent Viſitation ſhould diſcourage 
your Patience, or diſcountenance 
your Pains, I am utterly bent up- 
on it to diſcountenance nothing but 
Enormities: I call God to witneſs 
how often I call to mind St. Paul's 
Charge to Timothy, I charge thee be- 
fore God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the elect Angels, that thou ob- 
I ſerve 
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ſerve theſe Things without preferring 
one before another, doing nothing by 
Partiality. 1 Tim. v. 21. A Biſhop 
I know ſhould viſit in Imitation of 
God's Viſitation, that is, viſit the 
Good for Good, and the Bad (if it 
may be) to make them better. 


See Examples of God's Viſita- 
tion. He viſited the Children of 
1/rael, and it was to deliver them. 
T have ſeen, I have ſeen,—Exod. iii. 
Before that he viſited Sarah, and it 
was to make her a joyful Mother, 
Gen. xxi. After that he viſited Han- 
nab; and his Viſitation was to her 
Benedidtion. God viſits the Good 
for Good ; which made the Prophet 
beſeech God to viſit him; O vifit 
me with thy Salvation Pal. cvi. 4. 


and 


AF 

and that he would viſit the Church,. 
Return, we beſeech thee, O God of 
Hoſts, look down, -- behold and vi ſit 
this Vine: For the Prophet knew the 
Churchẽs Salvation doth depend on 
God's Viſitation, as we have it in 
Zacharias's Song, He hath vifited 
and redeemed his People. 


And we ſhall find, even the Bad are 
viſited for Good. If they break my Sta- 
tutes, and keep not my Commandments : 
then will ] vifit their Tranſgrefſions,--- 
of their Viſitation. Lord in Trouble 
have they vifited thee. Iſaiah xxvi. Or 
if it make not in particular for their 
| own Good, yet for the common 
Good at leaſt. For what ſhall Men 


hve 
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live as they lift, lewdly and licenti- 
ouſly; and ha I not vifit for theſe 
Things, ſaith the Lord? Jer. v. 


Now God we know is the great 
Pattern of Perfection; as he doth 
viſit, ſo muſt alſo the Man of God; 
viſit to relieve, to deliver ; viſit to 
fave, to ſuccour, to ſupport ; Si- 
cut Paſtor vifitat Gregem, Ezek. xxxiv. 


Thus holy Men of God were wont 


to viſit as in God's Stead. Thus it 
came into the Heart of Moſes to 
viſit his Brethren, As vii. to inter- 
poſe for them, not ſuffer them to 
ſuffer wrong. And thus David vi- 
fited his Brethren, when they were 


in the Field againſt the Pbiliftines ; _ 


and his Viſit made them victorious. 
And thus in the New Teftament 
Paul 


[9] 
Paul and Barnabas viſited their Bre- 
thren; and more than once, Paul 
faid to Barnabas, —let us go again 
and viſit our Brethren: And yet 
again at Miletus, when he ſent to 
Epheſus, and call'd together the 


- Elders of the Church, A, xx. The 


Truth is, it continued a Cuſtom in 
the Chriſtian Churches in all Ages; 
Antique Conſuetudinis Ordo ſerve- 
tur —Say the Fathers in the Council 
of Tarraco, above a thouſand Years 
fince. Let every Biſhop vifit his 
Dioceſe. It had been ſo from the 
Apoſtles downward, and for the 
Church's Good ever; for advancing 
Grace and Peace, and Truth and 
Holineſs; yes and for ſuppreſſing 


C And 


PE 

And here let me tell you (for it 
may import you much) that for ad- 
vancing Grace and Peace, and ſo 


for ſuppreſſing Enormities, SounD 
Docramz and wholeſom Diſcipline 
are behoveful ; for if wholeſom Di 
cipline be not upheld, Peace anon 
will be all to Pieces; there will be 
no keeping the Unity of the Spirit 
in the Bond of Peace. And if Sound 
Doctrine be not upheld, Virtue and 
Religion will be utterly at a Loſs: 
And I pray you remember Sounp 
DacTtzmse hath three inſeparable Pro- 
perties; theſe three ever: Firſt it is 
pure, then peaceable, then profitable. 


St. James is punctual for pure 
and peaceable. The Wiſdom which 
Is from above is frft pure, then peace- 

able. 
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able. James iii. and St. Paul is as 
plain for profizable; GopLimess is pro- 
frtable for all Things; ſo he tells 
Timathy; and chargeth Titus—to 
teach thoſe Things which are good 
and. profitable unto Men, ſetting a- 
fide vain Fanglings and unneceſſary 
Leeb. 


Now (no doubt) the Doctrine of 
the Bible is pure of itſelf; as a Foun- 
tain without Slime, as pure Metal 
without Droſs; purer than Gold, yea 
than much fine Gold; like pure Light 
without Shadow of Darkneſs, Lex 
tua Lux: and we muſt fee that we 


keep it pure; and keep it ſo we 
ſhall, if we examine our Doctrine 


with Diligence; xarra doiuacre, try 
all Things, hold faft—and — 
C 2 is 
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is a weighty Word, try as Gold is 
tried in the Fire; for 79 xi EN Thi 
vel — ſays the Greek O- 


rator. 


Now keep it the purer we ſhall, 
if we obſerve (and I pray you ob- 
ſerve it) that Water is never ſo pure 
as at the Well-Head; and fo it is in 
the Current of Divinity, ftill the 
higher the purer. So it is with the 
Light, there are falſe fuming Lights, 
but the higher ye look the purer 
the Light; and juſt ſo it is with the 
Lights of God's Church. The T 


poftles were as the greater Lights, 
and the Fathers as the leſſer Lights, 


much purer though than thoſe that 
came after them. 1 


Again, 
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Again, keep it purer we ſhall, if 
we take heed of the Leven of cor- 
rupt Affections, which ufually ſour 
and diſſavour this Bread of Life. If 
we cannot hominem exuere, becauſe 
we are Men, yet when we buckle 
to the Work of the Goſpel, we ought 
at leaſt humanum deponere, often re- 
counting that of holy Feb, who can 
bring a clean Thing out of as un 
clan? Not one. | 
Laſtly, keep it pure we ſhall, if 

we uſe our own Diligence more to 
draw. and derive from the Text, 
than to bring unto it: Let our Notes 
flow from the Text as Light from 
the Sun; and then all will be pure: 
But when they are raifed from with 


out, 
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out, from Fancy, or Paſſion, or Af- 
Miſts of Error to multiply apace; 
ye know my Meaning. 


Secondly, Sound Docrtamet is 
peaceable: St. James doth warrant 
it ſo; firſt pure, then peaceable, 
ever inclining to Peace. We muſt 
needs believe fo, if we conſider who 
what he ſent us, To proclaim Peace; 
3 Pacem, preaching 
Peace by Jeſus Chrift; or the Au- 
thor of our Peace; therefore tiled 
Pax noftra, becauſe breaking down 
the Partition-Wall he made both 
one: And break it down he did, not 


that we ſhould build it up again. 


But 
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But if any love Diſtractions and 
Diviſions, they may read their own 
Doom in others Examples; Deftruc- 
tion and Calamity are in their Ways, 
and the Way of Peace they haye not 
known, that is, becauſe they have 
not known it. Nom. iii. We may 
give ſuch Men leave to talk of Righ- 
teouſneſs, and the Fruit of Righte- 
ouſneſs, but without Repentance 
they are never like to reap it; For 
the Fruit of Righteouſneſs is ſown in 
Peace of them that make Peace. 
James in. Contentions in a Pulpit 
are lawful only for the Faith, and 
for that Faith only drag xagado d 
which was once deliver d to the Saints. 
Jude 3. Your Doctrine ought to 
be peaceable— 

3 And 
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And the more peaceable it will 
be, If we have not the Faith of aur 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt with reſpet? of 
Perſons. James ii. If we totally ſet 
ahde,, Populo ut placerent; if we 
duly confider,-—fi hominibus place- 
rem, Gal. i. and certainly we can- 
not fo ſoon forget the fad Fruits of 
ſiding and ſeditious Popularity; 


Again, more peaceable it will be, 
if we reſalve to be humble: minded; 
for as Solomon teacheth, By Pride 
cometh Gontention. When we make 
an Idol « of our own Imaginations; 


this over-weening anon juſtles with 
Authority, will not endure a Supe. 
rior; and out of a prepoſterous Zeal 
IT  thiaks 
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thinks to pray down, or preach 
down all that is above it: And no 
marvel if they that hunt after a 


Parity, cry down Authority. 


Thirdly, more peaceable it will 
be (would be at leaft) were we leſs, 
or at leaft later acquainted with 
foreign Writers; foreign, I mean 
that are modern. It might well be- 
come young Divines to begin with 
that they are ſworn to, the Doctrine 
of Common-Prayer, and the XXXIX 
Articles, and then on to the Homilies, 
and after that to our own excellent 
Writers, ſuch as Fuel, Hooker, Bil- 
fon, Field, Andrews, to be filent of 
their Names that are living; whoſe 
Lives ſmell of the Lamp of Anti- 
_—— quity, 
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quity, and which would ſeaſon and 
ſettle them both at once; yes and 


prepare them for reading the Fathers 
and Councils, the Schools; whereas 
now-a-days many are engaged and 
addicted to Faction, before they 
well underſtand the Rudiments of 
Religion, and then imus, imus pre- 
cipites. 


In the third Place Soup Doc- 
TRINE, is profitable; uſeful for In- 
traction, for Correction, for Convit- 
tion, for Conſolation, for them all. 
A good Preacher will often demand 
of himſelf, Cui Bono? if unprofita- 


ble, away with it; multa recidenda. 


For Inſtruction, when you teach, 
gue ſunt credenda, que agenda: 
When 
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When you preach Faith and good 
Works; when you ſhew them what 
to believe and how to live; whichare 
briefly ſumm'd up in the Church's 
Catechiſm. And I will confidently 
fay it, ye cannot ſerve Gop, nor the 
King, nor the Church better, than 
by well catechiſing your Cures. 
The King commands it, and the 
Canon enjoins it, and I earneſtly re- 
quire it of you: And I ſtall be ſorry 
to find the Church and the King 
neglected in this Point of Duty. 
Have care I pray you to catechize 
your Cures. 


Yet not ſo catechize them, as to 
confute the Catechiſm when you 
have done. And when the Cate- 
chiſm faith, that a Chiid by Bap- 

_— tiſm 
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tiſm is made a Member of Chriſt, a 
Child of God, an Inheritor of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, that he hath 
Jus ad Regnum, to confute this by 
and by in the Pulpit; and to talk 
diſtinctly of Real Baptiſm, when 
the Catholick Church never ac- 
knowledged any Baptiſm but what 
is real. And when the Catechiſm 
ſays, we receive in the Euchanisr 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt verily 
and indeed, to be anon in the Pulpit 
for mera Signa, as if they did only 
fignify and not exhibit: Such Doc- 


trine is ſo far from profitable, as it 


is damnable. 


For Correction, when ye cry down 
the crying Sins of the time, the Luſt 
of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eyes, 

and 


' 
| 
| 
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Father which is in Heaven. Matth. 


better to forbear than to do it o- 
therwiſe: Weak Arguments have 
ever exceedingly prejudiced a good 


Cauſe. 


4 For 
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For Conſolation, when you preach 
Chriſt and him crucified, without 
extenuating the Grace of God; ex- 
cluding none from the Balſam of 
Grace, that are wounded and would 
be heal'd: When ye bind up the 
Broken-hearted ; when ye viſt the 
Sick; when you bring them to Con- 
feſſion; when ye fit them for Abſo- 
lution; for Abſolution, I ſay, where- 
in is the Life and Soul of all the 
Comforts of the Soul: Theſe Fhings 
are good and profitable unto Men. 
Such Doctrine as this will not fail to 
promote Truth and Godlineſs. 


But then (as I told you) found 
Doctrine would have wholeſom Diſ- 
cipline along with it; and here let 


me 
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me hope the beſt of your pious and 


unanimous Conſent, and without 
rhetoricating touch onl y upon ge- 
neral Heads, which may fettle us 
in our Practice. 


And firſt of all Scripture itſelf 
doth bind us to obey the Church, 
in that which doth not. contradict 
Scripture: Or elſe what will become 
of —obedite Prepofitis weftris, obey 
them that have the Rule over you, 
Heb. xiii. Or elſe how do we be- 
lieve He that . refifteth the Power, 
refifleth the Ordinance of Gad. 
Rom. xiii. for never imagine ye may 
deſpiſe the Canons of the Church, 
without deſpiſing the Church that 
made them. He that vilifieth the 


Law, vilifieth the Law-giver. And 
then 


[ 24 ] 
then what faith St. Paul? What ? — 
deſpiſe ye the Church of God? 1 Cor. 
xi. The Church of God that begat 
you to Chriſt; the Church of God 
which under Chrift is the Ground 
and Pillar of the Truth? The 
Church to which ye are ſent by 
Ecclefie, Tell it to the Church. 
whoſe Articles ye are ſworn, and 
in this very Caſe! The Church bath 
Power to decree Rites and Ceremo- 
nies. Art. xx. Thus to deſpiſe the 
Church, argues Men are very far 
gone, and almoſt given over to a 


reprobate Mind; a foul, — 
intolerable Impiety. | 


Next 
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Next to Scripture our Subſcription 
doth bind us; doth bind us, I fay, 
not only to Unity of Doctrine in the 
xxxix Articles, but alſo to Uniformi- 
ty of Diſcipline in our publick Li- 
turgy and Canons of the Church. 
And every good Churchman, I trow, 
will be tender of his Oath; and in 
that Senſe tender of it, as it is ten- 
dred and intended by the Church, 
without hypocritical Diſſimulation, 
or Jeſuitical Equivocation. 


For the Truth is, in Point of 
Subſcription, I defire no more of 
you, but that ye be real honeft Men, 
the ſame in the Pulpit and in the 
Parlour, in the Church and in the 
Chamber; and to leave it off at laſt 

E 


to 
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to the Jeſuits, to double, and to lye 
for Religion. What fays Elibu in 
Job? Will a Man ſpeak wickedly 
fer God? Lye for God? yes lye and 
libel it againft Truth, and known 
Truth, and all (as they pretend) to 
uphold Truth; Homines quibus men- 
tiri nulla Religio Men that de- 
light in lying, Men that ſay, (and 
more than ſay it) Let us do Evil 
that Good may come thereof, whoſe 
Damnation is juſt. Rom. ui. 


Thirdly, common Reaſon doth 
oblige us to Uniformity: for if we 
caſt off Ceremonies at our Pleaſure, 
why not all as well as ſome? And 
then farewell to St. Pauls Euryyuorec, 


and zzT4 rag; for I pray you what 
Comelineſs or good Order, where 


every 


EY. 
every one will be a Maſter and go 
his own Way? Nay then ill did So- 
 lomon compare the Church to Acies 
ordinata, where all is out of Order 


and at Confuſion. 


Are we not taught by common 
Reaſon, that Leaves do not only a- 
dorn a Tree, but ſhelter too the 
Fruit and make it proſper? Ye may 
note it in the Vine and the Figtree, 
and other Trees. Or ſuppoſe there 
grows a Superfluity of Leaves, yet 
is it Opus Hortulani, the Work of 
the Gardiner to take them off, not 
of every one in the Garden. Ye 
cannot pare an Apple but by and 
by it is apt to periſh; nor can ye 
ſtrip off the Bark but the Tree is 


endangerd. Ceremonies (believe 
E 2 it 
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it) do not only ſet off, but more- 
over fortify and ſecure even the 
Subſtance of Religion. 


Now doth not common Reaſon 
teach us, that we are to kneel at © 
the Prayers of the Church? That 
Kneeling is the proper Geſture of 
an humble Devotion? Doth not 
common Reaſon teach us, that if 
Magiſtrates and Judges and Advo- 
cates have their proper Habits to 
beget more Gravity and Reverence, 
that Churchmen ſhould have alſo a 
diſtinct Faſhion, peculiar to their 
Function? Doth not common Rea- 
ſon teach, if Reverence be due 
more in one place than another, 
chat the greateſt Reverence is due 
in Sancio Sanftorum, if any place 


ON 
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on Earth be more holy than ano- 
ther? Doth not common Reaſon 
teach us that there can be no Build- 
ing without a Foundation? And 
the Catechiſin is like the Foundation 
of a Building; be firſt Principles 
of the Oracles of God. Heb.v. And 
then to preach and not to catechize, 
what is it elſe, but to build Caſtles 
in the Air? 


Fourthly, Cuſtom doth bind us, 
where there is not a Law againſt 
Cuſtom: And even St. Paul himſelf 
thought Cuſtom a good Argument? 
We have no ſuch Cuſtom, neither 
the Churches of God. 1 Cor. xi. 16. 
When the Church then hath a Cuſ- 
tom, we ought to obſerve it; and 
ſo the Fathers reſolve in the Great 


Council 
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Council of Nice, TA APXAIA EOH 
KPATEITO. LeT Tat old Cus roms 
CONTINUE. A chief Reaſon we know 
of calling that Council was for ſet- 
tling the Feaft of Eafter; a Matter 
merely ceremonial: But Church 
Ceremonies were then eſteemed 
weighty Matters ; and then who but 
Triflers will call them Trifles > The 
Council of Mice was no trifling 
Council, remember that; and there- 
fore met not about Trifles. 


And were there no Law for Set 
Holidays, yet for commemorating 
ſpecial Graces and Bleſſings, the 
Church's Cuſtom were a Law ſuffi- 
cient. The like may be faid for 
Set-Fafts; the Lent-Faft, the Em- 
ber-Faſts, the Eve-Faffs. It is in- 


deed 
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deed a good Rule Cedat Conſuetudo 
Veritati: But it holds as well, 
where Cuſtom is not repugnant to 


Truth, and there is no Law againſt 
Cuſtom, there Cuſtom is a Law. 


* for the Croſs 


in Baptiſm, yet the conſtant Cuſtom 
of the Church for ſo many Ages, 


were inſtead of a Canon. Had we 
no Canon for Hood and Surplice 
and Church-Yeftments, yet the An- 
tient Cuſtom of the Church, elder 
than St. Hierom, were equal to a 
Canon. St. Hierom reports of Biſhops 
and Priefts and Deacons, that being 
to officiate, Cum candida Veſte pro- 
cedebant, in his firſt Book againſt Pe- 
lagius: And how Wepotian a Godly 
Prieft gave him at his Death for a 


Legacy 
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Legacy—Tunicam qua utehatur in 
MinifterioChrifli. And in Ek 
ment upon Ezekiel, he reli it 
was a Cuſtom all Chriſtendom Mer, 
Religio divina alterum habitum habet 
in Minifterio, alterum in uſu Vita- 
gue communi; He that in thoſtDays 
ſhould have oppoſed againſt the ge- 
neral Cuſtom of the Church, ſhould 
have been recorded in the black Book 
of Schiſmaticks. 5 


Fifthly and laſtly, Charity dom 
oblige us; for ſuppoſe we that ae 
ſtrong could ſerve God well ena 
without Ceremonies, yet what Wys * 
the Apoſtle? We that are ſtrong 
ought to bear the Infirmities of te 
Weak, and not to pleaſe ourſclugd. 
Rom. xv. 1. Now what Influłn ese 

3 devout 


are about them. That if for no- 
thing elle; yet for Charity-Sake, 
becauſe they are, Adminiculs & 
Vioebicula Pietatis, Helps to fup- 
| porkſiey in a weak Brother. Homo 
9 t'a Cyclops, but a fierce 
7 — Creature, but will readily 
ich his Mother the Church, 


And 


Arb ſum Ego?) with. the: Church, 
I mean, is Doctrine and 
as Duty binds, and I hope. you will, 
Ye ſhall ever, find. me your true 
Friend and Servers to the beſt. of 
<a 1— 
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